
August 24, 2026 – After the Apostles



"What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, 
who will be able to teach others also." 2 Timothy 2:2







Polycarp of Smyrna | Early Church Fathers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zhLWdBS5Ys




The Holy Spirit’s Work 

The Holy Spirit Helped the 
Church Defend the Truth

Early Christians encountered:
• false teachers / religions 
• persecution 
• philosophical arguments 
• disagreements in churches

The Holy Spirit Helped the 
Church Choose Leaders

The early church needed:
• elders 
• teachers 
• shepherds 
• evangelists 
• servants



How Then Shall We Live?

If the Holy Spirit gave the first Christians the courage, wisdom, 
strength, and guidance to spread the Gospel, do Christians today still 
need the Holy Spirit to accomplish God's work?

What are some things you might try to do for God that you can't 
really accomplish through your own strength?"



Jesus gave the mission → the Holy Spirit empowered the mission → the Apostles began the mission → Disciples 

carried it forward → Churches multiplied → New Generations received it and spread the good news. 

And the Gospel continued to "the ends of the earth."

The Enduring Message:

"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith." 2 Timothy 4:7
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